
Key Stage 3 Music Curriculum Map

Elements of music

explore basic elements
high and low pitch

introduction to popular 
instruments/

performing and singing

Film genre

Music in film
identifying different 
styles and genres 

creating mood in music
music in advertising

composing to create mood 
to reflect a style/genre

Technology

combine and manipulate 
sounds

improvise 
melodic/rythmic with a 

structure.
research binary forms 
create a binary form
apply pentatonic into 

practice

Structure and 
form

explore
use of rhythm

rhythm notation, 
crochet and 

quaver
use equivqlent 

rests

Notation

Instrumental skills

Music genres

Working practice

Elements of music

understanding basic elements 
of music

keyboard layout
identify binary and ternary 
explore a range of music 

styles, pop,rock, R&B, rap
develop performance skills.

Keyboard skills

identify notes on 
keyboard

Practicing to perform
Understanding the 

importance of listening 
to others around you.

Performing as part of a 
group.

Ensemble

high and low pitch
introduction to notes on the 

keyboard
develop an understanding of 
the music they listen to and 

perform/ time and place
performance practice.

develop performance skills 
fluency, accuracy, expression.
play/perform in an ensemble.

Rythm

identify notes on 
treble staff

recognise
different notes 
on the keyboard

octaves
playing bass.

identify 
structure in  

music.
compose a binary 
and ternary piece 

using modern 
technology.

perform as a 
group or as an 

individual.

different 
traditions, genres,
styles and periods 

in music
Blues, Oriental. 
African , Indian

compare and 
evaluate musical 

features
select and develop a 

feature 

understand working 
practice of a 
musician/ band
Studio working

respond to live and 
recorded music

234
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7

8 9 10

developing skills 
with instruments.
selecting individual 

instrument to develop 
skills

play as an ensemble,
performing/ singing as 

part of a group.

11

12

By the end of year 7 
pupils will know some 
basic elements of 
music, pitch, rhythm 
and notation. They will 
begin to play with more 
confidence, 
expression, increasing
accuracy and start to 
perform as part of a 
group,  understanding 
the importance of 
listening. They will 
begin to identify mood 
and be introduced to 
composing.

By the end of year 9 pupils will have built on prior knowledge and 
understanding of elements , structure and form to develop chord 
progression skills, applying their knowledge and instrumental skills 
to composing and playing different styles of music. They will be 
able to apply their understanding of features of different types 
of music and justify opinions and choices and understand their 
relevance today.

Chord progression
Song structure and 

form
explore and engage 
with music maker

develop skills and chord 
progression over time.

performance and 
practice skills.

Rock n'roll

Composition

Technology and 
composition

Blues notation.
understand different 

types of chord 
progression.
develop chord 
progressions

adapting chords to 
different keys.

Engage with the Blues, 
history and context. 

Relevance today.
Understand how chord 

progressions link.
Learn a 12-bar blues 

piece.
Sight reading basic 

notation.

14
15

Engage with a performance 
by an orchestra.

Identify parts of an 
orchestra.

Develop increasing 
awareness of the audience 

when performing.
Justify reasons for 

liking/disliking a piece of 
music.

Perform a solo on 
keyboard.

Play an instrument as part 
of a group.

Engage and listen to 
Rock n Roll.

Identify features of 
Rock n Roll.

Identify Blues bass 
lines.

Perform bass line to 
backing track.

More able play bass 
line on guitar and 

bass guitar.

Compose a piece o music 
in selected genre using 
technology which clearly 
demonstrates a middle 

and an end.
Demonstrate and 

evaluate more complex 
use of Magix software to 

compose a piece using 
fade and

special effects to reflect 
a genre

16

13

Performance skills1718 Year 
9

By the end of year 8 
pupils will have built on 
their knowledge of 
elements and notation 
and explored structure 
and form applying their 
knowledge 
to composing , 
combining, manipulating 
sound and performing. 
They will gain insights 
into the working 
practice of musicians 
whilst developing
instrumental skills.

Year 
8

Year 
7
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